Douglas Johnson

The Hood River County Forestry Department manages 31,064 acres of land in
Hood River County primarily for commercial timber production. These lands are
open to the public and are also managed for recreation.
Three systems of recreation trails exist in separate areas on property managed
by the Forestry Department. They are the Northwest, Middle Mountain, and
East Areas. Within the Northwest Area there are 89 miles of shared-use forest
roads and 64 miles of recreation trails. These routes traverse through some of
the most scenic vistas in the Pacific Northwest. The trails range in difficulty from
easiest to expert and change in elevation from 1,360 to 3,560 feet.
OHV Staging Areas are located at Post Flats, Binns Hill and Kingsley
Reservoir. Post Flats and Binns Hill offer minimal day use facilities whereas
Kingsley Reservoir provides day use and overnight camping opportunities.
Additional overnight camping is available at Tucker Park and Tollbridge
Park. For more information check the official Hood River County webpage:
www.co.hood-river.or.us
Some of the trails in the Northwest Area run from Hood River County property
onto lands owned by others. The County is working with various agencies and
private landowners so permission can be granted to allow public use of a few
of these routes. In the meantime, make sure you have landowner permission
before using trails.
Ride responsibly and enjoy your visit to the Northwest Area Forest.

Post Flats Staging Area: (motorized)
1) From I-84 eastbound take Exit 62. Turn right onto Oak Street. Make an
immediate right turn onto Country Club Road and drive for ~1.4 miles. Turn
right onto Post Canyon Road (once it becomes gravel the road is steep and
rough with pot holes) and travel ~2.7 miles to the staging area. The staging
area is on either side of the road. 2) From I-84 westbound take Exit 62 and turn
left onto Oak Street. Follow the remainder of the directions above. This staging
area offers semi-improved parking facilities and is located on Hood River County
Forestry Department property. This parking area is big enough to accommodate
equestrian trailers.
Binns Hill Staging Area: (motorized)
1) From I-84 eastbound take Exit 62. Turn right onto Oak Street. Make an
immediate right turn onto Country Club Road and drive for ~6.1 miles. Drive
through the intersection and make a right turn onto Binns Hill Road and
drive for ~2.5 miles until the road turns into gravel. Travel for ~0.5 miles to
the staging area. 2) From I-84 westbound take Exit 62 and turn left onto Oak
Street. Follow the remainder of the directions above. This staging area has two
entrances on the right hand side of the road, offers improved parking facilities,
and is located on Hood River County Forestry Department property. The area is
big enough to accommodate equestrian trailers.
Kingsley Reservoir Staging Area: (motorized)
1) From I-84 eastbound take Exit 62. Turn right onto Oak Street. Make an
immediate right turn onto Country Club Road and drive for ~6.1 miles. Make
a right turn onto Binns Hill Road and drive for ~0.4 mile and make a left turn
onto Kingsley Road. Travel for ~5.9 miles to the staging area. This staging area
offers improved parking facilities and is on the right side of the road where the
pavement turns to gravel. 2) From I-84 westbound take Exit 62 and turn left
onto Oak Street. Follow the remainder of the directions above. This facility is
located on Hood River County Forestry Department property. This parking area
is big enough to accommodate equestrian trailers.
Post Canyon Staging Area: (non-motorized)
1) From I-84 eastbound take Exit 62. Turn right onto Oak Street. Make an
immediate right turn onto Country Club Road and drive for ~1.4 miles. Turn
right onto Post Canyon Road and travel ~0.5 miles. The staging area begins
where the pavement turns to gravel. Park on the right (north) side of the road.
The area is narrow and adds a challenge to maneuvering a vehicle and trailer.
2) From I-84 westbound take Exit 62 and turn left onto Oak Street. Follow the
remainder of the directions above. This staging area offers limited, unimproved
parking and is located along the side of the road within the Hood River County
road right-of-way and is surrounded by private property. Permission has not
been granted for public use of trails so ride up the road for ~1.2 miles to the
trailhead at Seven Streams Staging Area.

TRAILS

ATV SAFETY EDUCATION CARDS
New safety laws are now in effect for operating quads and three-wheel ATVs
(Class I ATVs) and off-road motorcycles (Class III ATVs) on lands open to public
use. (See chart below for age-related timelines.) In order to make training as
convenient as possible, the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department now
offers this free safety and education program and certification online on their
website: www.rideatvoregon.org

Trails in the Northwest Area are multiple-use. Different types of users are
allowed to utilize the trails at the same time. Use caution while on these routes
because you might encounter ATV’s, motorcycles, bicycles, horse riders, runners,
and hikers. A portion of Northwest Area trails are designated for non-motorized
use only. Please respect this designation.
Hood River County has adopted a trail policy which is; “Closed Unless Posted
Open!” Each trail must have trail signage in place or the route is officially closed.

Safety training isn’t mandatory for riders using an ATV or off-road motorcycle
for farming, agriculture, forestry, nursery, Christmas tree growing operations or
when riding on private land.

Obey closures.
USER DESIGNATION HEIRARCHY
Motorized trails allow ATV and motorcycle use while also allowing all nonmotorized users. There is a hierarchy of use; ATV designated trails are orange
on the map and are open to all other users. Motorcycle designated trails are red
on the map, are closed to ATV use, and open to all other users. Non-motorized
trails are green on the map, do not allow ATV or motorcycle use, and allow all
non-motorized users.

Please respect user designations.
ROADS
All paved roads are closed to OHV use. You can legally cross a paved road at a
right angle if an official OHV route crosses the road. Forest roads (native surface)
on Hood River County Forestry property are shared-use. This means that nonstreet licensed Off-Highway Vehicles can legally use these routes as long as the
routes appear on the OHV Map and do not have route closed signs in place.
Some roads in the Northwest Area are gated. You may find that some of the
gates have been closed and locked. Do not ride around closed gates.

CHANGING TRAIL CONDITIONS AND
ACCESSIBILITY

Doug Buckalew

The Hood River County Forestry Department invites you to become involved as a
trail volunteer. Clubs, individuals, agencies, and businesses are involved in trail
patrol, trail planning, trail maintenance and construction, and trail adoption
efforts. Many of the hours volunteers put toward the trail system are used to
satisfy ‘in-kind’ match requirements for grants. The ongoing commitment of
dedicated volunteers helps to promote a positive image of responsible trail use
and ensures future trail access in Hood River County’s Forest.
The Columbia Gorge Off-Road Association (CGORA) has adopted all motorized
trails in the Northwest Area. Volunteer and trail adoption information is
available on their webpage: www.cgora.com
If you don’t have the time, you may want to make a donation to a local trail
adopter or local trail-affiliated organization. Feel free to contact us for donation
information or if you think you have a project that is worthy of our support.
Contact the Hood River County Forestry Department at (541) 387-6888 or on
our webpage: www.co.hood-river.or.us

Doug Buckalew
Tom Niemela

By riding and driving responsibly, following the ‘Tread Lightly!’ principles above
and the trail tips listed below, you can reduce impacts to the trails, promote a
good image of your sport, and maintain access to your riding opportunities.

Be Aware of Other Users
ATVers, motorcyclers, bicyclers, hikers, and horses are all valid users of this trail
system. Yield the right-of-way to others whenever you meet them. Always be
polite and respectful of others!
Ride, Don‛t Slide
While skidding the turns is fun, it thrashes the trails. Please avoid locking your
wheels.

Protect the Forest
Do not remove forest products without a permit or cut or mutilate trees in any
way. Stay out of creeks, streams, and waterways and do not ride on road side
cut-banks.
Pack Out What You Pack In
Please leave the trails in better shape than when you found them. Pack out all
your litter and even trash from others.

The difficulty ratings assigned to trails of the Northwest Area are unique to this
particular location. For example, this means that an Intermediate difficulty
assigned to one of our trails may not be the same difficulty rating assigned for
the exact same trail if it happened to exist in another OHV area somewhere else.

Respect Local Wildlife
Never harass or feed wildlife! Encounters with deer, elk, coyotes, bears, and
cougars are not uncommon. If you do encounter wildlife, don’t panic, back away
and recreate elsewhere.

All difficulty ratings are relative to the range of difficulties found on all the other
trails in the Northwest Area. For example, our Easiest rating does not mean
beginner. It means a trail with an Easiest difficulty rating is the easiest when
compared to all the trails designated for that same type of use in the area.

Help Conserve the Trails
To prevent trail damage don’t use trails during periods of wet weather.
Widening of the trails is beginning to cause erosion on some routes. Please stay
on designated routes and don’t recreate off of the trail tread surface.

Advanced
(Black Diamond)
Expert
(Double Black Diamond)

Travel and Recreate with Minimum Impact!
Respect the Environment and the Rights of Others!
Educate Yourself; Plan and Prepare Before You Go!
Allow for Future Use of the Outdoors; Leave it Better Than You Found It!
Discover the Rewards of Responsible Recreation!

Control Your Speed
Excessive speed increases your chance of losing control and could lead to injury
to yourself or someone else. Control your speed and remain safe!

Difficulty Ratings/Use Designations
Difficulty ratings have been assigned to every OHV trail. The ratings notify the
potential user of the relative difficulty that will be encountered on that trail.
Factors such as weather, fatigue, peer pressure, and equipment (to name just a
few) can change the difficulty of any given trail dramatically.

Year

Mandatory Safety Training Age

Jan. 1, 2009

Youth 15 and under and adults supervising youth

Jan. 1, 2010

30 and under

Jan. 1, 2011

40 and under

Jan. 1, 2012

50 and under

Jan. 1, 2013

60 and under

Jan. 1, 2014

All riders must have an ATV safety education card

Tom Niemela

Rider Fit
A Class I operator (quad rider), under the age of 16, must meet all the following
minimum physical size requirements (Rider Fit) in relationship to the vehicle:

If you need more information or have questions, call: (877) 7SAFELY / (877) 7723359.
Brake reach

TRAIL USER RESPONSIBILITY CODE

Trail Numbers
Trail numbers in the Northwest Area use three digits from 100-199. Numbers
ending in ‘L’ are loop trails.

Intermediate
(Blue Square)

The Hood River County Forestry Department supports the Tread Lightly Program
and encourages OHV enthusiasts to follow the Tread Lightly Principles when
using OHV trails.

Excessive noise annoys others and creates a negative image of OHV use. The
maximum noise level for operating on Hood River County lands is 99 decibels.
Mufflers (silencers) can lose their effectiveness with time and may require repair
or replacement. To help promote a positive public image of OHV recreation
and to protect your riding opportunities, make sure your muffler is properly
maintained and that your vehicle does not exceed the maximum decibel level
allowed.

TRAIL SIGNS

Easiest
(Green Circle)

TREAD LIGHTLY!

POSITIVE IMAGE

Check trail signage, forest information boards (staging area kiosks), and the
official Hood River County website for general trail information and for posted
closures: www.co.hood-river.or.us

All OHV trails in the Northwest Area Forest that are open for use are marked with
trail signs. Signs relay some or all of the following information; trail number,
difficulty level, directional arrow, use designation, and trail status. Recreate on
trails open to your type of use and that are appropriate for your skill level.

Mandatory Training Ages

VOLUNTEERS - HOW YOU CAN HELP

Northwest Area trails are open for warm weather recreation primarily during the
months of April through October. Many of these trails are covered under deep
snow during winter. Trail conditions and difficulty levels may differ from what
is shown on the trail map because of changes in seasonal weather conditions.
Individual trails may be closed at any time due to active forest management
operations, ongoing project work, fire danger, or to prevent trail damage.

Family Man Staging Area: (non-motorized)
1) From I-84 eastbound take Exit 62. Turn right onto Oak Street. Make an
immediate right turn onto Country Club Road and drive for ~2.3 miles. Turn
right onto Riordan Hill Road and at ~1.7 miles the pavement turns to gravel
(the gravel road is rough and has pot holes). Turn right and go ~0.4 mile and
the first parking area is on the right back in the trees. Travel ~0.25 miles more to
a couple of vehicle pull-outs on the left side of the road. 2) From I-84 westbound
take Exit 62 and turn left onto Oak Street. Follow the remainder of the directions
above. This staging area offers limited, unimproved parking and is located on
Hood River County Forestry Department property.

Many recreation activities are inherently dangerous. Always use caution when
recreating on trails. Make sure you recreate within your ability and always wear
the proper protective gear.

Off-Highway motorcycle and ATV riding is an exciting and fun sport that
comes with a certain level of risk. Hood River County requires that all OHV
users follow state regulations and strongly encourages all riders to wear the
proper protective equipment appropriate for their sport such as a helmet,
goggles, gloves, chest protector, elbow pads, boots, and shin guards. Riders
should operate responsibly using properly maintained and equipped vehicles.
It is unlawful to operate Off Highway Vehicles if your driving privileges are
suspended or revoked.

To protect resources, ensure safety, and enhance your recreation experience,
regulations governing trail system development, management, and use on
Hood River County lands have been adopted. Enforcement Officers from various
agencies ensure compliance with these regulations throughout the forest. The
Hood River County Sheriff Office receives ATV Grant Funding to patrol the riding
and staging areas. Officers use motorcycles and ATV’s to check trails.

STAGING AREA LOCATIONS

To report a fire, crime, or an emergency
CALL 911
Hood River County Forestry Department - www.co.hood-river.or.us
918 18th Street
Hood River, Oregon 97031
(541) 387-6888

LAND MANAGER
For information on volunteering, adopting trails, or to join the club, go to the
Columbia Gorge Off-Road Association (CGORA) webpage: www.cgora.com
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department ATV grant program information is
available on their webpage: www.oregonohv.org
Information about trails, fire season restrictions, volunteer opportunities, and
camping is available on the official Hood River County webpage: www.co.hoodriver.or.us

RECREATION and FORESTRY RELATED
INFORMATION
Cell phone service may be unreliable in certain locations
within the Northwest Area Forest
Law Enforcement
Hood River County Sheriff Department
309 State Street
Hood River, Oregon 97031
(541) 386-2711 Non-Emergency
9-1-1 Emergency Only!
Hospitals
Providence Hood River Memorial Hospital
811 13th Street
Hood River, Oregon 97031
(541) 386-3911 Non-Emergency
(541) 387-6325 Emergency

Mid Columbia Medical Center
1700 E. 19th Street
The Dalles, Oregon 97058
(541) 296-1111 Non-Emergency
(541) 296-7220 Emergency

MEDICAL, EMERGENCY, SEARCH AND
RESCUE INFORMATION
Agency
Hood River County Forestry Department (Hood River)
Oregon Department of Forestry (The Dalles)

Phone
(541) 387-6888
(541) 296-4626

During the summer and fall, high fire danger may require the Oregon Department of Forestry to impose a Regulated Use Closure on forests in Oregon. This
may limit motorized use in the trail network. Campfires are also restricted during fire season. For the most current restriction information call:

FIRE SEASON RESTRICTIONS
Cover Photo: Borderline Trail by Doug Buckalew

Seven Streams Staging Area: (non-motorized)
1) From I-84 eastbound take Exit 62. Turn right onto Oak Street. Make an
immediate right turn onto Country Club Road and drive for ~1.4 miles. Turn
right onto Post Canyon Road (once it becomes gravel the road is rough and
has pot holes) and travel ~1.2 miles to the staging area. Limited parking is
available on both sides of the road. The area is narrow and adds a challenge to
maneuvering a vehicle and trailer. The trailhead is on the left (south) side of the
road by the kiosk. 2) From I-84 westbound take Exit 62 and turn left onto Oak
Street. Follow the remainder of the directions above. This staging area is located
on Oregon Parks and Recreation Department property.

OFFICIAL OHV MAP

REGULATION ENFORCEMENT

Respect Private Property
Always stay off of private property unless you have permission.
Rick Higgins

MOTORCYCLES – Class III ATV
• Vehicles that travel on 2 tires.
• AND dry weight of less than 600 pounds.
Operating Requirements:
• Operators with a suspended or revoked drivers license may not
operate any class ATV.
• A Class III ATV Permit.
• A USFS approved Spark Arrester.
• Adequate muffler (silencer) - under 99 decibels.
• Working headlights and taillights after dark.
• Riders must be at least 7 years old to operate a Class III ATV on public
land.
• A helmet with chin strap fastened if under 18 years of age.
• If under 16 years of age you must be accompanied by a person who is
at least 18 years of age, that holds a valid ATV Safety Education Card
and is able to provide immediate assistance and direction.
• A valid ATV Safety Education Card as required by the above table,
”Mandatory Training Ages”.
• Beginning January 1, 2012, hands-on training will also be required
for youth under the age of 16 to get an ATV Safety Education Card.
• For more information go to www.oregonohv.org
QUADS – Class I ATV
• Vehicles that are 50 inches wide or less.
• 800 pounds or less.
• Has a saddle or seat.
• Travels on three or four tires.
Side by Side ATVs such as the Yamaha Rhino, the Kawasaki Mule, and the
Polaris Ranger series are Class II ATVs and are only allowed on the four-wheel
drive trails.
Operating Requirements:
• Operators with a suspended or revoked drivers license may not
operate any class ATV.
• A Class I ATV Permit.
• A USFS approved Spark Arrester.
• Adequate muffler - under 99 decibels.
• Working headlights and taillights after dark.
• A helmet with chin strap fastened if under 18 years of age.
• If under 16 years of age you must be accompanied by a person who is
at least 18 years of age, that holds a valid ATV Safety Education Card
and is able to provide immediate assistance and direction.
• A valid ATV Safety Education Card as required by the above table,
”Mandatory Training Ages”.
• Beginning January 1, 2012, hands-on training will also be required
for youth under the age of 16 to get an ATV Safety Education Card.
• For more information go to www.oregonohv.org
Rick Higgins

For information about how you can get involved, contact the Hood River County Forestry Department at (541) 387-6888.

Handle bar
turning reach

1. Brake Reach: With hands placed in the normal operating position and
fingers straight out, the first joint (from the tip) of the middle finger will
extend beyond the brake lever and clutch.
2. Leg Length: While sitting and with their feet on the pegs, the knee must be
bent at least 45 degrees.
3. Grip Reach: While sitting upright on the quad with hands on the handle
bars and not leaning forward, there must be a distinct angle between the
upper arm and the forearm, and;
4. The operator must be able to turn the handle bars from lock to lock while
maintaining grip on the handle bars and maintaining throttle and brake
control.
5. Disabled operators are allowed to use prosthetic devices or modified or
adaptive equipment to achieve rider fit.

YOUR ATV FUNDS AT WORK
The Oregon Parks and Recreation Department ATV Grant Program allocates
money obtained from the sales of ATV stickers and from a designated portion of
State gas taxes. The money is used to develop and maintain OHV areas across
Oregon. In the Northwest Area Forest, funds from this program are used to
develop and maintain OHV staging areas, trailheads and trails, water crossing
structures, and for the installation and maintenance of trail signs. The program
also provides funding for trail development and maintenance equipment, and
for routine trail patrols by Law Enforcement. This OHV Guide was printed with
ATV Funds.

For more information about the new guidelines go to www.oregonohv.org
FOUR-WHEEL DRIVES – Class II ATV
• Vehicles that are more than 50 inches wide.
• OR more than 800 pounds.
Side by Side ATVs such as the Yamaha Rhino, the Kawasaki Mule, and the
Polaris Ranger series are Class II ATVs and are only allowed on the four-wheel
drive trails.
Hood River County is in the process of working with Four-wheel drive enthusiasts
to develop routes and play areas for their use. At present, all gravel and dirt
roads in the Northwest Area Forest are open to 4X4’s. In the future 4x4 trails and
play areas may be developed. Only recreate on routes designated for 4X4 use.
Four-wheel drive enthusiasts can operate safely by obeying trail signs, properly
equipping vehicles with the items listed below, by remembering to run with
lights on and by allowing enough room for others to pass when stopped on a
trail or road.
Help preserve the challenging nature of the trails. Do not cut trees, move
boulders, or create side routes to allow passage if your vehicle cannot fit through
a section of trail.
Operating Requirements:
• Operators with a suspended or revoked drivers license may not
operate any class ATV.
• A Class II ATV Sticker.
• A valid driver’s license.
• Operating muffler with baffles, under 99 decibels.
• Seat and safety belt or harness for driver and for all vehicle passengers
must be available.
• Proper seat belt or restraint must be worn by youth under the age of
16.
• A helmet with chin strap fastened if under 18 years of age unless in a
registered street-legal vehicle.
• Fire Extinguisher.
• Windshield wipers are required on vehicles with windshields.
• Headlights and taillights are required from ½ hour after sunset to ½
hour after sunrise.
Recommended Safety Equipment:
• Winch
• Tree Strap
• Tow Hooks & Tow Strap
• Jack & Spare Tire
• Shovel
• Water
Tom Niemela
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Leg length &
grip reach

WHERE TO GET AN ATV PERMIT
There are approximately 175 private ATV Operating permit agents located
throughout the state. A potential ATV Permit Agent must have an active business
registration filed with the Oregon Secretary of State, Corporate Division.

Permits are available for purchase at:
Government Camp
CJ’s Alpine Services, Inc.
93770 E. Hwy. 26
Government Camp 97028
(503) 337-2277

The Dalles
Fun Country Inc.
1318 W. 2nd St.
The Dalles 97058
(541) 298-1161

Hood River
Mid-Columbia Marine & Motor Sport
3335 Cascade Ave.
Hood River 97031
(541) 386-2477

XTC Truck & Toy
1203 12th St.
Hood River 97031
(541) 387-6688

Permits are also available at Oregon State Parks offices. Stickers cost $10 per
vehicle and are valid for two years. A vendor fee of fifty cents may be added to
the price of ATV stickers sold by private retailers. More details about obtaining
ATV stickers are available on the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department
webpage: www.oregonohv.org

Reciprocity for Out-of-State Permits:
Oregon will honor off road permits from the following states:
Alaska, California, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, Montana, North Dakota,
Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Utah, Vermont, Washington, and Wisconsin.

ATV & MOTORCYCLE SAFETY COURSES
ATV and Motorcycle Safety Courses are available to help develop rider skills.
These Courses are provided by the ATV Safety Institute and the Motorcycle
Safety Foundation. For information call: (800) 887-2887 for Quads (Class I) and
(877) 288-7093 for Motorcycles (Class III). Additional information about Safety
Training Courses can be found on the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department
webpage: www.oregonohn.org. Beginning January 1, 2012, hands-on training
will be required for youth under the age of 16 to get an ATV Safety Education
Card. At that time those previously trained can get a new endorsed card, at no
charge, by contacting Oregon State Parks at 877-7SAFELY (877-772-3379).

